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NORTH DAKOTA

SJSU public
protests
pipeline
BY ESTEPHANY
STAFF WRITER

HARO

A group of San Jose State
students, community members
and faculty gathered yesterday at
the CVB Quad to rally and march
in protest of the North Dakota
Access Pipeline. The rally began
at noon and shortly after the
protesters holding picket signs
walked across campus until they
got to the Smith/Carlos Lawn.
This demonstration was a
collaborative effort between
different SJSU groups, including
the Native American Student
Organization. The people chanted
KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY as they marched and when they
Protestors joined together with the Native American community at San Jose State University to stand with Standing Rock.
arrived at the lawn, there were

CAMPUS

several speakers who expressed
their opinions.
“I’m against the North Dakota
Access Pipeline because when
it breaks it will contaminate
the water for 18 million people
and the first people that will be
affected is the Standing Rock
community and it’s not only
about the water but about the
years of genocide that led up to
this moment,” said Joey Montoya,
a senior advertising student.
Montoya
said
he
will
visit Standing Rock Indian
Reservation, which is being
affected the most by this Pipeline.

See

RALLY page 2

STAFF WRITER

Fans joined journalist, editor and
novelist Vendela Vida in the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library on Tuesday
evening. The event, organized by the
Center for Literary Arts, began with a
book reading from Vida’s novel, “The
Driver’s Clothes Lie Empty.”
The novel is about a 33-year-old
woman who had her possessions, along
with her identity, stolen in Morocco.
After this, the protagonist realizes she
has the opportunity to be whoever she

See NOVEL page 4

OPINION

Rape victims
aren’t livestock

Many supporters of Donald Trump at San Jose
State University fear to speak out and for safety
on campus as anti-Trump protests and attacks
occur throughout the United States. After the
victory of Presidential-elect Trump last week
protests and riots have broken out all over the
US and especially in the Bay Area.
Sophomore software engineer student Justin
Leinbach said that he used to voice his support
for President-elect Trump in his classes. Now
that Trump has won, he does not want to risk
professors failing him for his political outlook.
Leinbach said he is upset by assumptions
people have when he says he supports Trump.
People have called Leinbach a bigot, but he says
the stereotypes don’t represent him. Leinbach is
gay and Latino, and said more than half of his
family also voted for Trump.
Following the results of the election, SJSU
students quickly gathered and protested against
Trump. The Spartan Daily reported that at one
point an argument at the protest turned into a
physical fight.
“Students, of course, have their free speech
rights to voice their opinions in appropriate
settings for all students, not just students that
support Trump,” said Chief Diversity Officer Dr.
Kathleen Wong(Lau).

See

Nov. 9, 2016

BY VICENTE SERNA-ESTRADA
STAFF WRITER
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Author visits
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GOP voters
stigmatized
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ELECTION 2016
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Post election timeline
Supporters of Donald Trump
are attacked outside of a
Trump Rally at the San Jose
Convention Center during
his campaigning.

Donald Trump won election
against Hillary Clinton.
Anti-Trump protests erupt in the
early morning at SJSU and
throughout the United States.

An anti-Trump protest arised
after a Woodside High School
student was attacked for
posting a pro-Trump message
on social media.

Two men were arrested
for attacking a man waving
a pro-Trump sign and an
(TLYPJHUÅHNH[HZ[VWSPNO[
in Meriden, Connecticut.
Information gathered from The Mercury News and WTNH.com
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Photographer captures identities

STAFF WRITER
Rape is a term that can’t be thrown
around lightly in society.
It’s a word that, at least whenever I
hear it, immediately makes me cringe.
So when I discovered that PETA
was starting a campaign to call food a
product of rape, I was shocked to hear
the phrase be used when describing the
— farming of livestock.
I was even more disturbed to see the
company attempt to compare these
animals to women.
The discussion, which is currently on

See

PETA

page 6
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BY DIANA SAN
STAFF WRITER

JUAN

Photographer and social
documentarian Matika Wilbur
took part in the Spartan Speaker
Series as she spoke on the
importance of accurate Native
American identities on Tuesday.
Wilbur is a Native American
woman
of
Washington’s
Swinomish and Tulapin Tribes,
whose photography has been
exhibited in regional, national
and international venues like
the Burke Museum of Natural
History and the Royal British
Columbia Museum of Fine Arts.
In
2012,
Wilbur
sold
everything she owned in Seattle
and traveled across the country
with one goal in mind: to change
public opinion about Native

DIANA SAN JUAN | SPARTAN DAILY
The audience participates in a chant led by Native American photographer and
social documentarian Matika Wilbur.

Americans. She photographed
her journey in hopes that her
message would reach as many
people as possible.
“I think it’s important to

share the message, you know?”
Wilbur said. “That this work
gets shared with as many people
as possible. That’s its purpose
right now: to change the way we

see Native Americans, and so if
this does that, then that’s good.”
Hyon Chu Yi-Baker, the
director of the MOSAIC
Cross Cultural Center, took
center stage as she introduced
Miriam Mosqueda, sociology
senior and Native American
Student Organization (NASO)
treasurer, who started off the
event with a prayer before
introducing Wilbur.
The event was put together by
NASO and was promoted by the
MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center
as part of Native American
Heritage Month.
“We’re part of the division
of student affairs and so we
weren’t a part of the logistical

See CULTURE page 3
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Continued from page 1
is of Native American descent, is
hopeful to stop the pipeline and
he urges students to pay attention
to what’s happening on and off
campus, and focus on issues that
are affecting not only the planet but
other communities.
“The North Dakota Access
Pipeline is a $3.7 billion project
that would cross four states and
change the landscape of the US
crude oil supply. the results could be
an economic boom that makes the
country more self-sufficient or an
environmental disaster that destroys
sacred Native American sites,”
according to CNN.
Justo Valenzuela, Indian Health
Center employee, said he came to
the rally to support his community.
He heard of the rally through his coworkers and the Native American
Student Association Facebook page.
“Water is sacred it’s something
that we nourish our body with, it

gives us life, everything we eat, we
need water we know the importance
and bringing more awareness to the
community, I don’t think a lot of
people know how important is. We
can’t live without it,” Valenzuela said.
Hours before the rally, the
Santa Clara Board of Supervisors
passed on a resolution calling for a
moratorium on the construction over
the North Dakota Access Pipeline.
“The resolution was passed this
morning, three of the supervisors
voted in support of it… two
abstained, all other voted in
favor,” said Techicuauhtli Baeza,
a community member who was
present when the resolution passed.
Supervisors
Dave
Cortese
and Cindy Chavez were two
of the supervisors in favor and
Supervisors Mike Wasserman and
Joe Simitian abstained.
SJSU students said they will
continue to fight against the pipeline.
“This is a moment where we say no
more of that, no more violations. No
more having our voices get pushed
aside and ignored,” said Miriam
Mosqueda, senior sociology student.

“We want to let our relatives know
in standing rock that the coalition of
organizations that worked to put this
together is supporting them.”
Mosqueda read a letter of
solidarity for their relatives out in
Standing Rock to the crowd at the
Carlos and Smith lawn. The letter
was a collaborative effort between
the different organizations and it
began with acknowledging the
resilience from the Native American
communities and the unjust
treatment that they have received
by the law enforcement. The letter
also denounced the companies who
are in favor of the Dakota Access
Pipeline such as, Wells Fargo and
Bank of America banks as well as
the treaties that have been violated.
According to CNN, the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe sued the Corps,
saying the pipeline “threatens the
Tribe’s environmental and economic
well-being, and would damage
and destroy sites of great historic,
religious, and cultural significance
to the Tribe.”

Follow Estephany on Twitter
@haroestephany

RAYMOND BALTAZAR AND KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY
(Top right) Participant Mike Andrews sings a cultural Native American song. (Bottom right) Native American dancer Tiny Rosales presents a cultural Native American dance to the particpants of the protest. (Bottom left) San Jose
State students come together and participate in a protest against the North Dakota Access Pipeline.

MLK LIBRARY

Map showcases diversity

TAYLOR JONES | SPARTAN DAILY
An interactive map is currently being displayed on the 4th floor of the MLK Library at San Jose State. The map
encourages students to place a sticker where they have traveled to or where they have lived before.

BY TAYLOR JONES
STAFF WRITER
San Jose State University put up an
interactive map to showcase where its
students have traveled and lived. The
map is displayed on the fourth floor of the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library and
encourages all SJSU students to participate.
The map aims to showcase the diversity
of the SJSU community. Students who
participate place different colored stickers
on the map to indicate where they are from
and where they have traveled.
“I think it is a fun way to see where some
students are from, seeing that our campus
is so diverse,” said Sarah Luong, a senior
engineering major.
According to SJSU’s diversity report, 39.3
percent of the undergraduate community
is Asian, while 27.3 percent is Hispanic.
The rest fall under African-American,
Caucasian and/or other categories.
“Our campus is very diverse and that is
what I like most about our school,” said Jon
Jimenez, a sophomore business major.
Since SJSU is a go to college for students
who live in different countries or states,
the university has an International House
that is located just north of campus. The
“I-House,” as some students call it, is home

to a certain number of students from all
over the world.
The mix of national and international
students living in the International House
gives students the opportunity to learn
about different cultures. The interactive
map in the library has the same function,
showcasing
the
different
cultural
backgrounds of each SJSU student.
Though our country seems divisive,
SJSU aims to show local students that its
colleges come from different backgrounds.
“The whole purpose of this project is to
get everyone engaged,” said Diana Wu,
the librarian for the International and
Extended Studies Program. “We want to
support our international students as well
as our national ones.”
According to the map, a number of
students come from the West Coast,
not including California. Others come
from the East Coast like New York and
Virginia. Scattered stickers also show
that some students come from Mexico,
Canada, China, Japan and different parts
of Europe.
The map aims to be a simple reminder
that SJSU is a diverse community.

Follow Taylor on Twitter
@tayj95_jones
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American Heritage Month.
“We’re part of the division of student
affairs and so we weren’t a part of the
logistical planning but we did promote
it,” Yi-Baker said. “Native American
Heritage Month is a series of events we
helped plan.”
From San Francisco to Alaska, Wilbur
met hundreds of people that became the
core of her stories and photographs. She
shared some photos of people who gave
her hope throughout her journey.
“My favorite story was the one about
the indigenous boy who was thrown
off of the building and only got better
after his family prayed and chanted
for him,” Maria Salazar, a sophomore
child development student said. “It’s
crazy how much of her beliefs resonate
with me.”
Wilbur shared a photo of two
Native American brothers who
threw an LGBT party when they
were students at UCLA. A group of
Ku Klux Klan members entered the
party and threw one of the men out

of the third story balcony.
After breaking almost every bone in
his body and being in the hospital for
over a year, it was not until the victim’s
mother and sister went to him and
prayed for four days straight that he
got better. To Wilbur, this showed how
strong the power of prayer is for the
Native American community.
Along with her photographs, Wilbur
spoke on current events like the
presidential election and the South
Dakota Access Pipeline where she
showed a video of protesters who stood
in front of tractors in hopes of stopping
the project.
“I don’t think the timing could have
been better because of what’s going
on with the Dakota Access Pipeline,
and with the results of the elections, I
felt like her talk really resonated with
me,” Yi-Baker said. “I felt like it was
very inspirational and uplifting, and
I think that’s what the campus needs
right now.”
To close off the night on a positive
note, Wilbur acknowledged and
commended SJSU students for taking
action in peaceful protests and speaking
up on behalf of the Native American
community. She also had the audience

SUPPORTERS
Continued from page 1

DIANA SAN JUAN | SPARTAN DAILY
Photographer and social documentarian, Matika
Wilbur is the third speaker of SJSU’s Spartan
Success Series.

turn to a partner and shake their hands
as they said “I’ll protect you.”
“I love what she said at the end, I think
it’s all our responsibilities to uplift each
other and protect each other, and I love
that,” Yi-Baker said.
Wilbur is currently working
on project “562,” a national
documentary project that is dedicated
to photographing contemporary
Native America.
Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianasjo9

Students participate in SVIC
BY ITZEL CASTRO
STAFF WRITER

Dozens
of
students
showcased their latest
innovations in this year’s
Silicon Valley Innovation
Challenge (SVIC) at the
Student Union Ballroom
on Tuesday.
The SVIC is an annual
showcase that promotes
entrepreneurship,
creativity and innovation
from students.
Cisco and the San Jose
Water Company are two of
the main sponsors that help
fund the SVIC.
This year, over 210 teams
submitted an innovation
idea, but only 45 finalists
made it to the Silicon Valley
Innovation
Challenge
Finalist Showcase.
The finalist had a
grueling process that
consisted of submitting
their entries in late August
and then they went through
an online round of judging,
before hitting the big stage
this week.
Even though, the SVIC
might have a “techie edge”
students from the nursing,
business,
dance
and
biology department, among
others, also participated in
this event.
“We want to give all
students the opportunity
to take their ideas to the
next level,” said Laimin
Lo, Director of the SVIC.

“Some students create these
wonderful concepts, yet they
don’t understand what are
the market demands and we
want to help.”
The
SVIC
promises
to provide constructive
feedback and invaluable
networking
opportunities
to help all students cultivate
their innovations into reality
and the real world.
Senior entrepreneur student
Jon Bernie’s team plans to
create a “Work Together
App” that focuses on finding
homeless individuals jobs
with a click of a button.
“This application will
connect homeless individuals
with small business owners,”
Bernie said.
“The goal is to allow
these homeless individuals
to do small task based jobs
so they can make a resume
and slowly transition from
homelessness to full time
work and eventually a
permanent location to live.”
The (SVIC) was not just
limited to San Jose State
University students, but
high school students had the
opportunity to showcase their
ideas and inventions too.
Junior high school student
Derek Brown wowed the
crowd with his “Kool Breeze
Solar Hat,” which is capable
of keeping your body
temperature cool in a hot and
humid environment.
“This is not your average
hat that you find at the store

ITZEL CASTRO | SPARTAN DAILY
Industrial and systems engineering senior Dany Mclane exhibits his package
delivery project at the Silicon Valley Innovation Challenge at SJSU.

this product has a solar panel
on top,” Brown said. “As the
solar panel gets more into
the sun, it’s going to provide
more air so the hotter it gets
the cooler you will be.”
The SVIC had a wide
range of fun innovations, but
it didn’t leave academics out.
Senior computer science
student Soraya Siahpolo’s
team plans to create a
“Tuter” app, which is like
Uber, but for tutoring.
“This
will
be
an
on
demand
tutoring
application where San Jose
State University students
can request tutoring in a
fast, easy and convenient
manner,”
Siahpolo
said. “This will only be
available for San Jose State
University students so it
can be safe and so it can
guarantee effectiveness.”

The SVIC brought out the
best in local student innovation
and it showcased the work of
dozens of future entrepreneurs.
Now, the nine finalists will
have the opportunity to use
their cash rewards to bring
their ideas into reality in the
heart of Silicon Valley.

Follow Itzel on Twitter
@itzelcastronews

I’m not asking everyone to love each other and like
each other, but at the end of the day we are all part of
the San Jose State University community and we have
to exist together.”
On June 2, 2016 Trump supporters were met with fists,
eggs, water balloons and the snatching and burning of
hats at the San Jose Convention Center after a proTrump rally according to The Washington Post.
Though Leinbach sometimes discusses his views in
class, he said he knows not to put himself in harm’s
way by publicly speaking about his support for
Trump. “I don’t want to get attacked.” Leinbach said.
“I’m obviously not going to be saying it if I’m out at
the bars.”
Leinbach said that many people are too quick to judge
and believe everything they see from the media – even
the fake news. He believes if people researched further
they would see the truth about who Trump really is.
After Trump’s victory last week, Leinbach said that
he has not talked about the win in fear that people will
take it as gloating.
“Some students are feeling joy, some students are
feeling awfully threatened, so there’s a wide range,”
Wong(Lau) said. “I think that faculty needs to be
responsible and making sure that students feel like they
can speak in class.”
Other students who voted for Trump were
interviewed, but requested to remain anonymous due
to the anticipated consequences.
In response to being asked what the reaction would
be if one of the students voiced his support of Trump
in the classroom, the student said, “I would definitely
get exiled by my peers. There is no doubt about it. This
reflects the society we live in now. I cannot have my
opinion because the majority believes that my opinion
is incorrect. This is a major problem in our lives today.
People do not know how to properly debate without
bringing in extreme emotions or actions when ideas do
not match.”
The student continued, explaining his concerns with
the effects of the position taken by many of the antitrump protestors on campus.
“There is no cordial conversations without people
getting offended or hurt. We need to find a solution to this
because if people get marginalized for differentiating
ideas, and we all start becoming the same in thinking,
there will be no innovation no lessons learned. We as
a society can still make the best out of the results of
the election. We can improve and unify together like
we always do. Always American at heart and I stand
behind our flag. All the people who have fought and
died for our country. ”
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@vinceserna_
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RELS 99 dissects life and death in different religions
BY SHELLISE WEST
STAFF WRITER

Imagine filling out a personal death
profile with no real conscience of the
fact that death could be approaching at
any moment. This idea is put it into a
course at SJSU and it’s mind-blowing.
RELS 99, a class offered through the
religious studies department, teaches
students how to die in a manner that
means more than the idea of growing
old and departing Earth.
Covering General Education Area
E, known as Human Understanding &
Development, the class gives students
the chance to reveal their personal
opinions about death.
Todd Perreira, a SJSU professor
who has taught for 15 years, educates
students on the importance of preparing
for death.
“It’s a class that is designed to help
you get better at your life game. ”
Perreira said.
Aside from teaching students the
importance of life and death, the
course also allows students to see how
differewnt religions process death.
Teaching a variety of different religions
that include Christianity, Judaism and
Native Spirituality. Hinduism was the
topic for Monday night’s lecture.
Perreira handed out sheets printed
with Sanskrit writing, a sacred language
within the Hindu religion.
Beginning with the introduction to
the Rig Veda, one of the oldest books
of Hinduism comprised with over one
thousand hymns in Sanskrit.
The translation of Sanskrit began
with a selection titled “Symphony
No. 5” by Philip Glass, followed by
the dissection of the passage with
commentary from students.
Following the reading of the passage,
students were instructed to compare
the text to cosmogonic myths, also
known as how the world was created

Hindu Gods & Goddesses

defined by many different religions
including Hinduism.
Molecular biology freshman Chelsea
Manchuca
expressed
personal
thoughts on why the class has been
beneficial for her.
“This class has helped me to
understand the concept of death through
the various religions mentioned,”
Manchuca said. “Sometimes the
information I get from class is very
interesting and mind-blowing.”
Students opened the second required
text titled “Beyond Birth and Death” to
interpret and understand passages read
during lecture.
A short break allowed Perreira to head
right back into the course discussing the
different Hindu deities.
Mentioning names such as Brahma,
Shiva and Vishnu, all gods who all serve
different purposes in Hindu religion.
Brahma, known as the god of creation
in Hinduism, was explained by Perreira
and compared to other religious figures
like Jesus Christ.
Sociology freshman Candace Farmer
voiced her personal opinion on the course.
“I like that I am being challenged to
face the idea of death and its processes
at a young age. Learning about different
religions and their practices have
created an eye-opening experience,”
Farmer said.
Perreira ended the class with a video
that included an important teaching
from the late A.C Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, a well-known
Vedic scholar.
The lecture ended with Perreira giving
an important message to students about
our personal positive way to live an
eternal life.
“If you want eternal life,” Perreira
said. “LOVE.”

Brahma: The source and
creator of the
universe.
Vishnu: Preserver of the
universe,
compared to Jesus.
Shiva:

God of universal
death and
transformation.

Infomation gathered from
Crystallinks.com, Image from Google Images.

Follow Shellise on Twitter
@soulfulpenned
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Vendela Vida reads a passage from her novel, ‘The Driver’s Clothes Lie Empty,’ on Tuesday at the King Library.

NOVEL
Continued from page 1
she wants. The inspiration for this story
came from a similar event Vida experienced
in her life.
“My backpack was stolen much like the
protagonist when I was on vacation with my
husband,” Vida said.
Fortunately for Vida, she was able to retrieve
her backpack after she told the chief of police
she worked for The New York Times. Vida
admits she was only working on a single piece
for them at the time.
‘The Driver’s Clothes Lie Empty’ is entirely
written in second person, which is a writing
style that requires the use of pronouns you,
your and yours.
“I really wanted the reader to get in [the
protagonist’s] shoes,” Vida said.
English graduate student Liz Rosser said
she’s never read Vida’s work before, but she
plans to because of the second-person format.
“You don’t really see second person very
often and it seems like she pulled it off very
well,” Rosser said.
Vida was born and raised in San Francisco.
She said her first real experience reading
books was some old books sitting on an
antique bookshelf in her house.
She received her undergraduate degree at
Middlebury College in Vermont and went
on to earn her Master of Fine Arts degree in
creative writing at Columbia University.
Vida published her first novel, “And Now
You Can Go,” in 2003. The New York Times
described this novel as “a thriller about how

we love and how we forgive and when and
how we have to choose to do so.”
In following years, Vida released four more
novels including “The Lovers; Girls on the
Verge,” a nonfiction exploration of how young
women from a vast amount of cultures come
of age in modern America, and “Let the
Northern Lights Erase Your Name,” which
was chosen as a 2007 New York Times
Notable Book of the Year.
Along with writing novels, Vida also
collaborated with her husband and fellow
author, Dave Eggers, on the screenplay of
the 2009 film, “Away We Go.” She is also a
founding co-editor of the literary magazine
“The Believer” and a co-founder and
board member of 826 Valencia, a nonprofit
organization that teaches creative writing to
children and teenagers.
In 2017, Vida will be taking on a new venture
and will serve as SJSU’s Lurie Author-inResidence, which is a teaching professorship
that entails close contact with students and
public appearances. As part of her teaching
professorship, she will be teaching a fiction
writing workshop class in the spring.
Director of the Center for Literary Arts and
editor-in-chief of Reed Magazine, Cathleen
Miller, expects Vida to do well at SJSU,
especially after the generosity she displayed at
the book reading.
“Writers tend to be selfish with their time,
professors need to be generous,” Miller said.
“It’s a rare person that has both.”

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_
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Tufts University AOII runs into issue with national policy

STAFF WRITER
Last month 47 sorority
members
of
the
Delta
Chapter of Alpha Omicron Pi
(AOII) at Tufts University in
Massachusetts dropped the
sorority in protest after the
their national office refused to
allow them to offer a bid to a
transgender student.
Once the national office
became aware that a transgender
woman was participating in
the recruitment process, the
international
headquarters
for AOII and their parent
organization
the
National
Panhellenic Conference (NPC)
instructed the leaders of Delta
Chapter to place the bid on
hold while they took time to
review their lack of policy on
transgender people.
When Delta decided to give her
the bid anyway, the NPC hinted
at threats of a lawsuit believing

In the profile, Kaufman
explained her struggle being
accepted into sororities as a
transgender person and believed
that her upcoming sexual
reassignment surgery would help
improve her chances.
In a follow up article
Cosmopolitan
found
that
Kaufman had received an email
from an AOII chapter at the
University of Michigan stating
that she would not make it into
the next round of recruitment.
In their profile, Cosmopolitan
found that only three of 26 large
national sororities in the United
States had public policies that are
inclusive to transgender women.
I feel the sorority members did
the right thing by leaving Delta.
They wanted to stand up for
what they believed in and send
a message to other sororities that
this practice was not okay.
Hopefully their actions will
inspire more organisations to create
policy that allows for the inclusion
of transgenders in chapters.
Inclusion in sororities and
fraternities are just one of many
challenges faced by transgender
people who have recently found
headlines due to nationwide
debates on public bathrooms and
the military.

All this debate on the subject
of transgender people makes
me question why exactly this is
a problem.
A person should be able to
identify by how they truly feel
and if they feel like they were
born into the wrong body then
so be it.
One of the biggest concerns
I have heard brought up about
the effect of having transgender
people in public bathrooms with
cisgenders is a worry of creepy
people faking being transgender
or interactions with transgender
people causing confusion for
young non-transgender people.
I feel that these things really
shouldn’t be anymore of a
problem then they were before
this became a topic of debate.
A bathroom is a fairly private
place even in public bathrooms,
because of the nature of a
bathroom a transgender and
cisgender interaction should
be minimal with little room to
cause the so-called confusion.
On top of this, most people that
would take advantage of gender
identity policies for nefarious
deeds would probably use another
tactic
anyway.
Transgender
people should not be punished for
the creeps in the world.

As for sororities and fraternities,
I feel that an organization should
not have the right to control the
recruitment for a chapter as it is
the people in the chapter who are
going to be living and interacting
with the recruit.

“

They wanted to
The
stand up for what
they believed in
and send a message
to other sororities
that this practice
was not okay.
kay.

“

JASON DUNHAM

that the bid to a transgender
woman could hurt their status
as a single-sex organization in
regards to Title IX.
Eventually AOII International
was able to come to the conclusion
that a bid to the transgender woman
was okay and did not violate any
policy, but by that time many
members of Delta chapter had
already began to leave questioning
the organization’s ideals.
A senior at Tufts and a one
time member of Delta Chapter,
Tai Williams, wrote to AOII
headquarters, “I can no longer
be a part of an organization
that rejects — or even hesitates
to welcome — inclusivity and
diversity,” Williams wrote. “In my
opinion, it is absolutely despicable
that Alpha Omicron Pi would
even consider the possibility of
excluding an individual based on
gender identity.”
Unfortunately this is just one of
many examples of the struggles
transgender people face: to be
accepted amongst their peers
and given the ability to fit in.
During this same month
Cosmopolitan
published
a
profile on Emily Kaufman,
a transgender student at the
University of Michigan who also
wanted to join a sorority.

If a majority of the people living
in the sorority or fraternity house
are not bothered by transgender
people then the organization
should not be able to tell them
otherwise. Chapters that consider
transgender people a problem
are probably not the ones that a
transgender person would want to
join anyway.
Follow Jason on Twitter
@judgmented1

WRITE TO US
Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 942-3282, emailed to spartandaily@gmail.com or written to the
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor at 1 Washington Square, San Jose, CA, 95192-0149. Letters must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature and major. Please make letters 300 words or less. Letters
may be edited for spelling and clarity by Spartan Daily editors.
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Jokin’ Around
:KDW·VUHGDQGVPHOOVOLNH
EOXHSDLQW"
Answer: Red paint.
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 1 /HVVWKDQGHFHQW
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10 &RQFHDODVDFDUG
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GHEDWDEOH
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17 7KUHHPDJLFWKLQJV
20 (DUWKGZHOOHU
21 5HFLSLHQWRIWUDQV
IHUUHGSURSHUW\
22 &HUWDLQVSHHFK
LPSHGLPHQW
25 +XPEOH0RQJROLDQ
UHVLGHQFHVRPH
WLPHV
26 6XIÀ[ZLWK´'DUZLQµ
29 /DUJH$IULFDQDQWH
ORSHV
31 6SRWRIDQLOOQHVV"
35 7D[H[SHUW
36 5LFKVRLOFRPSR
QHQW
38 /HJSDUW
39 7ZRPDJLFWKLQJV
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45 $OZD\VWR
DSRHW
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SUHVLGHQW"
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Scientists are scared Trump will debunk climate change

STAFF WRITER
President-elect Donald Trump
has made many scientists and
environmentalists nervous since
winning the election last week.
His remarks on climate
change and how it’s just a hoax
concocted by China make it easy
to see that he doesn’t believe in
scientific fact and how it points
to environmental catastrophe
if we do not get the world back
into shape.
“A Trump presidency might
be game over for the climate,”

Plan that reduces the carbon
emissions that power plants emit
and which Ebell calls “illegal.”
Before Trump was even running
as president, Republicans were
going after green groups in
congressional committees and
were trying to reduce funding to
them. Now that the GOP makes
up more than half of Congress,
climate denial may be set in
stone, according to the Guardian.
Some organizations such as
NASA are already losing hope of
ever receiving funding for climate
change research again.
If Trump and the Republicans
do not change their views on
climate change soon, it could
mean drastic fluctuation of the
weather, rising sea levels and
more carbon emissions released
into the air than ever before.
I, for one, would not want any
person, much less Donald Trump,

screwing around with fossil fuels,
coal and pipelines that have been
proven time and again that they
can be replaced with energyefficient solutions to global
warming. When will most of the
GOP wake up and realize that we
are trying to save the planet and
this is not a joke anymore?
People in Flint, Michigan are
getting sick from the water that’s
being pumped through their
homes, Native Americans are
getting arrested for standing up
for themselves, and all the rightwingers do is disregard the pleas
and protests from the residents.
This needs to change quickly
otherwise the planet will be
further damaged, and the only
thing that the people can say is
“I told you so.”

Finally, you smile again.
The next day your ex sends you
an extensive heartfelt apology
asking you to take them back.
What do you do?
Well if you’re kind, you say no.
If not, you ignore it.
Whether it’s due to some
unconscious motive or simply
because they are jerks, a person
who cheats once is most likely
to do it again.
In 2014, a University of
Denver
graduate
student
studied 484 unmarried adults
from ages 18 to 35 in order to
find out if people who cheat in
one relationship are likely to do
it again.
Results indicated that people
who admitted to having
sexual relations outside their
relationships were three and a
half times more likely to do it in
their next relationship.
Even if you take your ex back

and his or her swear to never
cheat again, the relationship is
set for failure. As much as you
try to pretend everything’s okay,
you’ll never be able to truly
trust them again. Whenever
your partner goes out with his
or her friends or uses his/her
phone more than usual, cheating
will be the fi rst thing that comes
to mind.
You can try and limit
their friendships outside the
relationship for self-assurance,
but not only is that controlling,
which is extremely damaging to
the relationship.
Written by professors from the
University of Maryland, ‘Two
Plus Two: Couples and Their
Couple Friendships’ states that
couples with multiple friendships
are happier. Limiting friendships
is not an alternative to trust.
According to Fox News
Magazine, trust issues are the
main reason relationships end.
Plus, infidelity, jealousy and a lack
of balance are on the list.
The article describes a lack
of balance in a relationship as a
situation in which one person

calls the shots. After cheating
occurs, balancing the relationship
can be supremely difficult.
Either you begin to call all the
shots because you want to make
sure they cannot cheat on you
again, or you allow them to call
the shots because you do not want
them to cheat again.

positivity is prominent in the
most successful relationships;
positivity
meaning
positive
thoughts and excitement about
the other person’s news.
Having positive thoughts will be
difficult when the images of your
partner laying with someone else
are constantly reappearing on your
mind. It’ll be even tougher to react
positively to your partner’s positive
news when you’re unsure whether or
not what they’re saying is even true.
You can always pretend to be
positive or excited, but would
anyone really be happy living
like that? There is no positivity
in a relationship without trust or
balance.
The most important reason, and
the only reason you really need
to not take back someone who
cheated on you, is that he or she do
not love you. If he or she loved you,
they would have never risked losing
you in the first place.
If he or she loved you, they would
have cared about you and respected
you too much to betray you.

published this article, there has
been plenty of backlash, especially
from the female community.
Zoe Quinn, a female game
developer who received a series
of online harassments such rape
and death threats in an incident
known as Gamergate, responded
to PETA on Twitter saying
“no survivor of sexual assault
should have to go through
their trauma being compared
to animals when we’ve already
been dehumanized.”
Quinn hits the point on the
head when she mentions the
dehumanization of women.
Though the crimes against
these animals are wrong, that
doesn’t mean that we should
compare the rights of livestock

to human beings.
Along with the article, there
was a short commercial. The
commercial features a series of
women discussing the trauma
and emotions that they endure
after being sexually assaulted.
Then, they hold up a picture
of an animal to give the viewer
the idea that these are the same
thoughts running through their
minds as well.
While we’ll never truly
understand what these animals
are thinking, it’s reasonable to
assume that what they go through
cannot be described as pleasant.
Yet, we run into the same issue
of saying these animals are
equally as sentient and important
as women.

If they cheat on you,
they don’t love you

FRANCISCO FRANCO

STAFF WRITER
Finding out you’ve been
cheated on is one of the worst
feelings in the world. You feel
like you’re not good enough for
the other person, and wonder
why the person you trusted most
would willingly hurt you.
You cry, scream, impulsively
tweet and throw things; you’re
an absolute mess. After months
of burying your face in a pillow,
unable to eat your favorite food
or watch your favorite Netflix
series because it reminds you
of them, you see a tiny light.

PETA
Continued from page 1
I was even more disturbed to see
the company attempt to compare
these animals to women.
The discussion, which is
currently on PETA’s website, tries
to liken the female animal body
to that of a woman’s, comparing
artificial insemination to rape.
The campaign talks about the
terrible ways farmers forcefully
attack these animals and torture
them during their pregnancy.
It is very much a horrific sight
to behold, but the argument gets
jumbled into a mess by trying to
compare cows and hens to humans.
Not surprisingly, since PETA has

“

Having positive
Ha
thoughts will be
difficult when the
images of your
partner laying with
someone else are
constantly reappearing in your
mind.
nd.

“

SAJA MOHAMED

already seemed tentative at best.
“This is terrifying for science,
research, education and the future
of our planet,” Maria Escudero
Escribano, a postdoctoral scholar
studying electrochemistry and
sustainable energy conversation
at Stanford University, wrote on
Twitter. “I guess it’s time for me
to go back to Europe.”
Trump was also claiming
that he wanted to abolish the
Environmental
Protection
Agency at the beginning of his
campaign, but has since rescinded
on his promise and instead wants
Myron Ebell, another nonbeliever
of climate change, at the helm.
The Guardian reports that other
plans to stop climate change such
as the Clean Power Plan are set to
be abolished by Trump and the
billions of dollars in research will
go wherever he deems worthy.
This is the same Clean Power

said Michael Mann, a prominent
climate researcher, said to the
Guardian. “It might make it
impossible to stabilize planetary
warming below dangerous levels.”
On Business Insider, it is
reported that Trump is already
looking into leaving the deal
to keep global warming under
2 degrees Celsius which was
agreed upon by the US and other
countries at the Paris Climate
Agreement in 2015.
This
does
not
require
congressional approval, so the
fact that he is thinking to do this,
when the US is the second largest
contributor to carbon emissions
behind China, is ridiculous.
Leaving the agreement could also
cause a dangerous mirror-effect
where other countries could
also not honor the agreement or
simply leave it like the US. This
could be perilous to a deal that

A study published in the
Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology in 2006 found that

They’re just not.
What makes matters worse is
that while some of these women
in the video were victimized,
others were just there for the
sake of being another female
voice on the screen.
When
Motto
of
Time
Magazine reached out to PETA
to ask whether all of the women
in the ad were victims of
sexual assault, a spokesperson
said, “All of the women are
volunteers. Some of the women
are survivors.”
PETA was already on shaky
ground trying rationalize that
animals are just as important as
women, but to use ‘volunteers’
devolves the entire argument
into nothing more than shock

Follow Saja on Twitter
@sajamohammad17

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_

value in an attempt to make
their point.
I fully understand that my
privileges, as a man, allow
me to never experience the
pain and hardship that women
unfortunately endure.
However, I try to do my best
in discerning right from wrong.
I try be objective and equal with
regards to the opposite sex.
By comparing rape victims to
livestock abuse, I see PETA is
doing the same thing that most
of society has been doing for
years: belittling an entire gender
that doesn’t want to be treated
like animals.

Follow Ryan on Twitter
@ryan_barnhart
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PILOTS 79, SPARTANS 66

KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY
Freshman guard Terrell Brown (center) protects the ball as he drives toward the basket against Portland’s senior
forward Jarrel Marshall (left) and junior forward Gabe Taylor (right).

KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY
San Jose State’s sophomore forward Brandon Clarke walks back to position in the second half of Tuesday’s game.
Clarke finished with a double-double with 27 points and 10 rebounds in defeat.

San Jose State can’t match Portland’s offense; loses by 13
BY SHELLISE WEST
STAFF WRITER
In a showdown against the University of
Portland, the SJSU men’s basketball team
could not stop the Pilots resulting in a 7966 loss for the Spartans on Tuesday night.
The Spartans didn’t play poorly, but UP’s
offense stayed consistent throughout the
matchup, shooting 50 percent over the
course of the game.
The first half began with a fast-paced,
back-and-forth action between the teams
as the Spartans who held a small 5-0 lead
against the Pilots. Sophomore forward
Brandon Clarke came out strong in the first
half and led the way with 17 points, while

also putting up six rebounds and three
blocks and one steal.
“I played hard, teammates found me in
the spots that I like to catch and finish in,”
Clarke said. “I would really rather have
the scoring be as a team so we can win
more games.”
The Spartans outscored the Pilots 13 to
5 in bench points and scored nine points
off of second chance possessions shooting
a modest 38 percent in the first half.
Ending the half with a three-point lead at
35 to 32, the Spartans started the second
half slowly but made up with a quick threepoint shot from forward Ryan Welage who
went 3 for 7 from downtown in the game.
The Pilots abruptly went on a 8-0 run,
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causing Spartans’ coach Dave Wojcik to
call a timeout.
“I thought we were aggressive, they were
more aggressive and that is something we
have to figure out as a staff,” Wojcik said.
Scoring 15 points for the Pilots in the first
half, forward Gabe Taylor added 9 points
in the second half leading the Pilots.
The Spartans went on a run in the
second half, cutting the lead to six points;
however, the Pilots continued to outscore
the Spartans who committed 10 fouls.
“I feel like in the second half that we
came out kind of flat and we didn’t get
the defensive stops that we needed to
close down on the lead,” said junior
guard Jalen James.

The Spartans failed to contain the Pilots
in the second half and ran out of gas by
allowing 24 points in the paint.
The Spartans continued their trend from
their exhibition schedule, struggling to
maintain consistency in the second half.
They will look to play a more complete
game as they prepare for Thursday’s game.
“It’s a long season, like I tell the kids,
your roles can change all the time. We’ll
figure ourselves out and we’ll continue to
work on that and improve it,” Wojcik said.
The Spartans will next go on to face the
University of Denver on Nov. 17 in the
Event Center at 7 p.m.
Follow Shellise on Twitter
@soulfulpenned
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Spartans’ season starts with two defeats
BY FRANCISCO
STAFF WRITER

FRANCO

The SJSU Women’s basketball team did
not open the season how it intended.
The Spartans had their chances in the
season opener at New Mexico State but
shot themselves in the foot with turnovers
and missing easy shots.
Things seemed to be going well for the
Spartans towards the beginning of the game
as Rachol West hit a pair of three pointers
that resulted in a 14-12 Spartan lead with
4:03 minutes left in the first quarter. That
was the last lead SJSU would hold.
The Spartans committed four turnovers in
the last three minutes of the quarter, which
the Aggies capitalized on to take a 22-16
lead at the end of the opening frame.
“We weren’t playing our type of game,”
said senior point guard Dezz Ramos. “We
let them take over the pace and the tempo,
so we struggled to handle the ball.”
In the second quarter, SJSU outshot the
NMSU 42 percent to 32 percent, but once
again turnovers cost the Spartans.
Eight Spartan turnovers led to a 12-point
Aggie lead. Ramos scored four of her teamhigh seventeen points towards the end of
the quarter to cut the Aggies’ lead 36-29 at
the half.
The Spartans managed to close the gap
a bit more when Hallie Gennett scored
twice from the three-point line in the
third. SJSU then went 1-for-11 from the
field as the Aggies extended their lead at
the end of the third.
“We were too rushed throughout the
whole game,” Ramos said.
The Spartans were unable to do much
in the fourth quarter, and the Aggies
closed the game out with an 11-point
victory, 66-55.
The Aggies’ aggressiveness inside made
the difference this game.
Not only did they out-rebound the
Spartans 52-41, but they also outscored
them in the paint 22-8. NMSU’s sophomore
guard Brooke Salas was the lead scorer
with a total of 18 points.

KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY
Spartans’ senior guard Rachol West powers her way into the lane against an opposing player during SJSU’s exhibition game against Sonoma State University on Nov. 1.

The Spartans had until Sunday to
recover from the loss and prepare for their
game against Arizona State, a nationally
ranked school.
The Sun Devils did what they wanted
offensively throughout the entire game and
defeated the Spartans 82-37. They were
bigger, more aggressive and overall the
more talented team.
While the Spartans missed their first eight
shots, the Sun Devils were shooting 73
percent from the field and led 29-7 after just
10 minutes. Both teams had seven turnovers
in the first quarter; however, the Spartans
didn’t score any points off turnovers while
the Sun Devils scored 11.
“Our shots weren’t falling,” said junior
guard Myzhanique Ladd. “Arizona had
a tough defense, and even when we did
get past their defense, we couldn’t get our

shots to fall.”
In the second quarter, the Spartans changed
their tactics and forced the Sun Devils to
shoot from a distance more often. The plan
shut down the Sun Devils and forced missed
shots from the three, but the Spartans could
not get any points offensively.
Ramos, the Spartans’ lead scorer, did
not score from the floor until just over two
minutes to halftime. She finished the game
with a total of nine points.
“We let Arizona take us out of our game,”
Ramos said.
The Spartans did outshoot the Sun Devils
31 percent to 27 percent in the second
quarter, but went into the locker room
losing 44-21 at the half.
Come third quarter, the Sun Devils
decided it was time to finish the Spartans.
They went on a 14-0 run at the start of the

quarter and went on to shoot 75 percent.
They ended the quarter with a 41-point
lead, leaving the Spartans no chance for
a comeback in the fourth quarter, which
ended Arizona State’s triumph.
“It was just the first weekend of women’s
basketball,” said Spartans’ coach Jamie
Craighead. “Freshman point guard playing
behind a senior point guard, putting four
freshman on the court at one time, it’s just
learning and figuring out how to take care
of the ball and value possessions.”
The Spartans will be making their season
home debut on Friday, Nov. 18 against
Pacific University at 7 p.m. They’ll be
taking on Santa Clara University, also at
home, two days later at 2 p.m.

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_

